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Professor Hilary Putnam has been one of the most influential and sharply original of recent

American philosophers in a whole range of fields. His most important published work is collected

here, together with several new and substantial studies, in two volumes. The first deals with the

philosophy of mathematics and of science and the nature of philosophical and scientific enquiry; the

second deals with the philosophy of language and mind. Volume one is now issued in a new edition,

including an essay on the philosophy of logic first published in 1971.
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This book isn't easy. At times I felt I understood 1/2 of what he was saying - at other times closer to

2/3 or 3/4. But that was enough to fuel some fun flights of cogitation. A strong background in math

would help appreciate this book, but there's plenty of meat here for even the more general

philosopher (such as myself). An entertaining thinker and writer.
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